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ing schools, superintendents and alumnae associations, with the hope of organizing 
meetings for nurses with a New York State representative empowered to promote 
interest in this branch of Red Cross service. Members of committees in towns 
and cities other than New York City are asked to cooperate with this state repre- 
sentative in giving talks to senior classes and alumnae members, for the purpose 
of interesting possible applicants for enrollment in this delightful field of useful- 
ness, which provides unlimited opportunity for nurses understanding and enjoy- 
ing country life and people, and the development of social work and public health 
service in addition to the general nursing. 

Such opportunity must appeal to the many looking for broader fields of activity, 
as well as the undergraduate whose choice has yet to be made. 

Further information should be sought from Washington, D.C., through Fanny 
F. Clement, Superintendent Red Cross Rural Nursing Service, or Florence D. 
Fuller, Educational Representative, New York State Committee, 130 East 22d 
Street, New York City. 

Florence D. Fuller, R.N. 

LETTERS FROM NAVY NURSES 



Dear Editor: The sound of singing reaches me. The tune is well carried, 
but few would recognize the words, "0, say can you see by the dawn's early light." 
Miss C. is drilling, with patience and energy, the eighty-four children who are her 
ward charges. This is a tribute to the wonderful recuperative powers of our com- 
rade. She is on duty once more and appears to have recovered entirely, but the med- 
ical officers take no risk and she will return to the states on the next transport. 

The two relief nurses arrived so I took the fall trip to Japan. The S.S. Supply, 
the station ship, makes a cruise to China and Japan every fall and spring in order 
that the colony may have a necessary change of environment to break the monot- 
ony of the restricted island life. Far be it from me to disparage the old Supply 
but my mind reverts to a childhood's rhyme "Went to sea in a peanut shell." The 
Supply is not lightly built, but no peanut shell could rival her gyrations. How- 
ever, we started during a mild typhoon which is the excuse for a record of 45° 
to her discredit. The majority of us would not have cared if she had rolled over. 
Every movable bit of gear that could be tied was made fast but dishes crashed, 
children cried and pandemonium reigned. In the ward-room the chairs were 
tied together and food which lacked solidity was abandoned. After three days 
we experienced ordinary weather and forgot our former distress in the enjoyment 
of the cool air on deck. On account of the disturbed national conditions we were 
not allowed to anchor in Shanghai harbor so made port at Woosung, which is only 
a half-hour, by rail, from Shanghai. Returning from a day's sightseeing we found 
the Supply was ordered to Chefoo "to protect American interests," and only 
those attached to the ship were allowed on board. Chefoo was captured the 
day before we arrived but everything was very quiet, so my chance for having 
"active service abroad" did not materialize. Upon our return to Shanghai we 
accomplished the rapid sight-seeing peculiar to Americans and we followed the 
same course at Nagasaki. Our stop over was not long enough to enable us to ab- 
sorb much information. Of course we shopped, what woman could resist? And 
yet I sigh when I look at my accumulation of junk and foresee much controversy 
with the customs officers. 
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I was really delighted to be once more in Guam and the shy pleasure of the 
native nurses welcoming me back was very gratifying. These child-women take 
so much interest in the changes we effect. Our ward screens were a distressing 
sight with their dirty worn frames and soiled mat panels. Dr. S. suggested we 
use canvas instead of the mats. The Chamorros sewed together strips of heavy 
canvas and the hospital apprentices repainted the frames, put the panels in place 
and painted the canvas. An admiring circle viewed the completed work and 
preparations for inspection that morning went forward with a swing, because of 
our refurbished screens and the fact that our new cleaning gear and utensil holders 
were in place. 

The native children and their parents are less reluctant to come to the hos- 
pital. It would be unwise to state that this is due to our influence and yet some 
of the doctors credit the change to us. This fact and the increasing confidence 
which the native nurses appear to feel, compensate for many hours of "black 
despair," to quote a favorite expression of one of our sunniest natured nurses. 
At the time of writing the native nurses are having vacations, one week is granted 
to each nurse. They are greatly pleased and have a most amusing air of import- 
ance when they come to report. 

Mrs. Russel Sage donated the necessary funds for the first hospital. The work 
was advancing most satisfactorily but that earthquake of terrible memory demol- 
ished the building and make-shifts have been used during the process of rebuild- 
ing. The Susanna Hospital is now completed; the various buildings are screened; 
electric lights are installed and we feel that the good work is established on a firm 
basis. I believe we have even a secret defiance of earthquakes. But it is the 
grounds that give us our greatest pleasure. They are in beautiful order and the 
plants are luxurious in growth and color. Having no labor unions to consider, 
the prisoners work out their fines in public improvements. We are firm believers 
in the system; no punishment is so effective with these easy-going mafiana people 
as a stiff bit of manual labor. 

Each month there is a dance, and the bridge fever is abroad in the island; 
also moonlight bathing and watermelon parties are greatly enjoyed. I do not 
think there is any danger of excess in our pleasures. The climate affects us to the 
extent of making us capable of working and enjoying just so much; after this 
point, interest flags. 

The last transport brought us visitors, army nurses en route to Manila. We 
enjoyed seeing them and gave such entertainment as was possible. They ap- 
peared to like our hospital and quarters but were dismayed that transports to the 
Philippine Islands appear to be our only "exit." 
Guam. E. M. L. 



